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LETTERS FROM THE TOP 
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Message from the Mayor 

I feel fortunate to have had the opportunity to participate in the annual Tampa 
Police Memorial Run again this year. Knowing that the money raised from this 
event goes toward scholarships for children of Tampa Police Department personnel 
makes the event that much more meaningful. The opportunity to help support the 
education of these children will hopefully have a positive impact on their future. 

Seeing so many members of our community run along side our police officers 
reinforces the appreciation we as a city have for the members of law enforcement. 
Everyday you put your life on the line to protect Tampa's citizens and every day 
you have my support. I thank you for the work you do and for your dedication 
to our safety. 


★ 

"Everyday you put 
your life on the line to 
protect Tampa's citizens 
and every day you 
have my support." 

★ 


Sincerely, 




Pam lorio 


★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


r 



★ 

"Because of your hours, 
many don't see your 
accomplishments first 
hand, but your actions 
don't go unnoticed." 
★ 


Message from the Chief 

As the men and women of the Tampa Police Department continue combating 
crime, midnight patrol officers and dispatchers are often the unsung heroes. They work 
into the early hours of the morning ensuring Tampa's citizens stay safe. Most of our young 
officers work the midnight shift and I personally know how difficult that can be on family 
and daily life. This issue of Signal 14 highlights those officers who start their work "days" 
when the rest of us are ending ours. The Executive Staff, citizens and the department 
appreciate your hard work. Because of your hours, many don't see your accomplishments 
first hand, but your actions don't go unnoticed. Working at night has its own unique 
midnight dynamic, which includes a heightened element of danger. 


c— 


A 


Chief Steve Hogue 




The Mission of the Tampa Police Department is to Reduce Crime and Enhance 
the Quality of Life Through a Cooperative Partnership with all Citizens. 
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IN THE NEWS 



Memorial Run 2007 

— By Lt. Bill Ferguson 

With Mayor lorio sounding the airhorn to start the race, the runners of the 13^ Annual 
Tampa Police Memorial Run took to the pavement in Downtown Tampa and Bayshore Blvd. 
in record numbers. 

The 5K and 1 mile run was held on October 13^ with approximately 850 participants. 
The money raised during the race will help to support the police museum, the Tampa 
Police Explorers, the Tampa Police Honor Guard, the Police Unity Tour and to provide 
educational scholarship to the children of Tampa Police Department personnel. With the 
tremendous community support the race has received, this event has blossomed into the 
second largest road race in the city and it continues to grow each year. 

The committee wishes to thank Assistant Chief Michael George for assisting with the 
start of the race for the 1-mile run and Chief Steve Hogue for helping to present the race 
awards. Leading the way for Tampa Police Officers was Sgt. Rich Mills and Ofc. Jesse Horn. 





The Trip Of A Lifetime 




— By CpI. Larry Timmer 

On September 23rd, I embarked on the trip of a lifetime. 

I traveled to China to represent the State of Florida in the Law 
Enforcement Torch Run World Final Leg for Special Olympics. I was 
one of 92 International Torch Runners from 32 other nations. The 
'Torch" left Athens Greece two months prior and after traveling 
through North America, Europe and Australia, I was part of its arrival 
in China. Our first full day was at the Great Wall. We were there early to 
rehearse for the torch's arrival which was nationally televised by all 40 
Chinese stations. We ended the night by running the "Torch," up the 
Great Wall of China. The next day, the International Team was divided 
into 11 smaller teams, which spent the following four days running the 
torch throughout China. 

My team flew to South China, arriving in a Province called Guangzhou. The Chinese Police gave us a warm welcome. 
Guangzhou is a city of 12 million people with 23,000 police officers. There, we participated in nine ceremonies in front of 50,000 
people. I mastered my chopsticks by the time we flew to Shanghai and met up with the rest of the International Team. Shanghai 
is the largest city in China and has 40,000 police officers. We ran through the business district in front of 100,000 spectators. It 
was like Gasparilla, but we were the celebrities. The following two days, the 11 smaller teams ran throughout Shanghai. Our team 
did nine ceremonies the first day and five on the second. Each ceremony had approximately 4,000 people in attendance and 
covered 1-2 miles of running. The final ceremony was to take the torch into the opening ceremonies at Shanghai Stadium with 
90,000 spectators. The day prior to our departure, we were the guests of the American Consulate for lunch. Michele Kwan, Bart 
Connor and Ernie Banks were some of the celebrities sharing hamburgers and hot dogs with us. China was a wonderful host. 
Although I spent twelve days behind the "Iron Curtain," I was able to rent a cell phone, talk to my family and take photographs 
wherever I wanted. 


ided the 
y running 
>rch," up 
the Great Wall 
of China. 
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Thomas Bohannon Dispatches Through 28 Years of Change 

- By Eddy Durkin 

Jimmy Carter is President, ESPN has its first broadcast, Rocky II, Alien & The Deer Hunter battle it 

OUT IN THE MOVIE THEATERS. THE YEAR IS 1979 AND THOMAS BOHANNON BEGINS HIS TENURE IN TAMPA POLICE 

Communications. Back then, the training was supposed to be three-months long (half the time required 
today). It was a 'sink or swim' mentality back then. Everything was hand-written, as there were no 
computers. Dispatchers filled out cards and time-stamped them for each action. There was no 911 

AND ONLY TWO MAIN FREQUENCIES COMPARED TO SIX TODAY. 



What many don't realize- 

"Many people do not realize how emotionally involved 
dispatchers are. As I've gotten older, I've noticed it more. 
When I was younger, I would tend to shrug it off." Tom 
reminisces about some of the calls that have stuck with 
him over the years. One in particular was a "man that had 
murdered his wife right around midnight. He told me it was 
accidental. I remember him saying 'Honey please don't die,' 
but his story didn't make sense. He told me he was clean¬ 
ing his gun while he was standing over his wife" who was in 
bed. Of course, the suspect told detectives a different story 
when they arrived on scene" - and Tom's call was used as 
evidence in the case against him. 

To be part of a team that is very unique called Police 
Dispatchers is what Tom is most proud of. There is a small 
group of people that have the talent for doing this job well. 
"I've loved this job from the first day. Once I started, I knew 
I didn't want to do anything else. 

As Tom prepares to hang up his headset for the last 
time, he says how proud he is of his job, the people he has 
worked with and the department he is preparing to leave. 

"It has been a good time in my life." Tom's communications 
world started with pencil and paper and is ending with 
wireless mobile computers and GPS traceable cell phones. 


Technology advances- 

Computers were the first major change in Communica¬ 
tions for Tom. Tom recalls thinking "How in the world do 
they expect me to get all the information and get it in the 
computer?" Now, when the computers go down, he thinks, 
"How did we ever do it without computers?" Another major 
change was establishing the 911 system in Tampa. When 
911 began in Tampa, Police Dispatchers were trained as first 
responders and provided medical instruction to callers — a 
task that is now regulated by Tampa Fire Rescue. Citizens 
were reluctant to embrace new technology and preferred the 
old familiar ways. Over the course of his career, Tom surmis¬ 
es that "technology is harder to learn, but easier to operate. 

It is difficult to master this job (with all the new technology), 
but once it is mastered, it is easy to maintain." Moving into 
the new building was one of the high points of his tenure. 


1 


















Vern Schlechty is one of TPD's most senior employees. 

He has worked for the Tampa Police Department for 
more total years than any other employee. He was an 
officer for 9 years, left for four years and came back in 
1975 as the new civilian Rangemaster where he's been 
ever since. He has been teaching current and prospective 
officers how to shoot for the past 43 years! There's 
barely an officer anywhere in Hillsborough County that 
hasn't been a student of Vern's. There are countless 
officers that have prevailed in shootings using the skills 
Vern helped instill. 

There are a lot of misconceptions 
about Vern and his career at TPD. 

Here are a few Vern myths and facts: 


MYTH: Vern was born before the Earth's crust cooled. 

FACT: Vern was born on February 20th, 1939... more than a 

decade before rock & roll and over 20 years before Hawaii 
and Alaska became states. In 1939, a car cost $750, a gallon 
of gas was 19 cents and the average house cost $6,400. 

MYTH: When Vern first joined the Tampa Police Department, 
the world was flat, his "statute book" was a copy of 
the 10 commandments and Florida belonged to Spain. 

FACT: Vern began his career in 1962, four years before 
mandatory Miranda Warnings. Tampa had less than 
500 officers at the time, and only four were women. 

MYTH: Vern has seen many changes during his tenure at the 
department. He has seen such radical developments as 
the discovery of fire, the invention of the wheel and the 
use of the first "horse-less carriage." 

FACT: Over the course of his career, Vern has seen 10 Mayors, 

11 Police Chiefs, 9 Presidents and the demise of the 
"callbox." When Vern first started, he carried only hand¬ 
cuffs, a 6-shooter and a wooden stick. Now he uses 
e-mail, a cell phone and teaches with a laser-pointer. 

MYTH: Vern actually used to enforce laws regarding witchcraft, 
heresy and horse thieving. 

FACT: Vern worked when laws regarding segregation were 
in effect and when hitching your horse in front of the 
court house was illegal. 

MYTH: When Vern first became a police officer, he worked at 
night. Not because that was his shift, but because there 
was no light yet. 

FACT: Vern originally worked a midnight "walking beat" on 
N. Franklin St. in Downtown. He had no portable radio 
and his pay was $365 per month. 

MYTH: Vern's first reports were stone carvings, hieroglyphics 
and cave paintings. 

FACT: Reports in 1962 were handwritten on 5 x 7 cards. 

This was replaced later with color-coded-by-offense, 
handwritten 8 V 2 x 11 forms. 

MYTH: Vern is not due to retire until Mars is fully colonized. 

FACT: Vern is due to retire on October 1,2011. 

MYTH: Vern's payroll number is a single digit. 

FACT: Vern's payroll number is 07195. 













Tampa Police Department District 3 Mural 
A Creation of Artist Charles E. Humes, ir. 


By Lt. Diane Hobley-Burney 


As I turned the southeast corner 
of District 3, I did not know what to 
expect. As my steps neared, I observed 
the stature of the artist meticulously 
placing each piece of tile in place to 
complete a face. Through the darkness 
of the early morning, his 
spotlights illuminated 
his shadow. As I walked 
closer, I was in awe of the 
magnificent artistry devel¬ 
oping before my eyes. 

Pieces of tile in assorted 
sizes and colors formed 
into beautiful portraits. 

As the artist turned, 
the brightness of his smile 
eased my apprehension 
that I was disturbing him. 

He humbly introduced 
himself as Charles 
Humes. I later found out 
he is a prominent multi- 
disciplined professional 
artist who was selected 
from among thousands 
of artists in a nationwide search to 
create the mural entitled East Court. 
The mural project is part of the East 
Tampa Redevelopment Plan and Art 
in Public Places law. 

It is a seven sectioned mosaic 
mural that was inspired by the rich 
history of Tampa. Each section has a 
profound meaning and portrays a story. 


Mr. Humes stated that he wanted to 
capture the beauty of Tampa in his 
art and he certainly has. The seven 
sections will depict the community, 
education, resilience, fitness, family, 
faith, and law, which will be the center 
panel. Mr. Humes remi¬ 
nisced how extremely 
important the center 
panel is. "It is a represen¬ 
tation of the (District 3) 
substation. In order for 
you to co-exist you must 
have rules and laws 
that are respected and 
obeyed as the officers 
who enforce them 
should be." 

It is the hope of Mr. 
Humes that as people 
visit the mural that they 
will feel the passion that 
he felt in creating it. 

He hopes that visitors 
will be inspired to be 
successful in life, take pride in them¬ 
selves and everything that they do. As 
well as remain faithful, respect the law, 
and recognize the importance of love 
and unity of family. 

As I watched history being made 
before my eyes, I certainly felt a sense 
of pride and inspiration. When you 
visit this masterful artwork, I hope you 
will also. 
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After having the opportunity to meet the 
officers in District 3 during the construction 
of our new district building. Construction 
Superintendent Mr. Michael Hudgins was 
inspired to author the following poem. 

DISTRICT 3 EXPRESS 

We see them in our rear view mirror, 
and we see them on the sides of the 
road[ and in the movies we watch, they 
all seem to live by a secret code. It's easy 
to make a war on crime, when there's 
nothing you have to do, you can always 
say, "Leave it to the Officers in blue". You 
may meet them one day if you call 911, 
but the speed of their arrival will always 
be dependent upon — for the callers, 
"finally at last," but for the criminal, "how 
did they get here so fast?" 

There are so many Officers that are 
not in our view, but the Officers of SAC 
and QUAD, Hey criminals; they're watch¬ 
ing you. A blue uniform not usually worn, 
but these Officers are duly sworn. A badge 
around their neck, a vest on their chest, 
the Officers of SAC and QUAD are taking 
the risk. They knock down the doors, they 
make the drug bust, and they're catching 
that criminal that no one can trust. Hitting 
the streets, the clues, the Detectives will 
find, collecting the evidence that the 
criminals left behind. Let's not forget the 
Community Service Officers that few of 
us ever see, because their operational 
support and help is what it takes to allow 
all to achieve... One more officer, I can't 
leave out, is the beautiful four-legged K-9 
whose nose has no doubt. 

The respect and honor these Officers 
deserve, can only be given by those that 
they serve. So the next time you're in 
East Tampa, and in your mirror you view, 
those are the officers of District Three that 
are protecting you. They may be in squad 
321 or squad 309, but they could also 
be in that mini van that's following behind. 
The job that is done by these men and 
women in blue, is a job that most of us 
really wouldn't want to do. Now, if this is 
the profession that you have been called 
for, then the Officers of District Three say 
"Come on and get on board." To the City 
of Tampa and The Tampa Police Depart¬ 
ment I thank you for the opportunity to 
meet the Officers who wear your badge, 
but to District Three, I thank you for the 
honor of meeting the men and women 
behind that badge. - Michael P. Hudgins 











Holness Breaks Down The Barriers At School 

— By Andrea Davis 



Tampa Police officers patrol the 
streets each and every day keeping 
citizens safe, but when the students 
of Hillsborough High walk through 
the front door, one School Resource 
Officer is making a difference in 
their learning experiences. 

People often joke that being a 
school resource officer is like being 
the chief of your own little city. For 
Officer Michael Holness, his little 
city is Hillsborough High School and 
with 2,000 students, he's always 
looking out for their best interest. 

His primary concern is the safety 
and security of the kids in the 
school. Hillsborough High junior 
Liliana Carillo is comfortable coming 
to school with Officer Holness 
patrolling the hallways. "He gives 
the school a sense of security." 

And this former teacher turned 
cop builds a rapport with the 


kids letting them see police 
officers in a different light. 

Breaking down the barriers 
and creating a safe environ¬ 
ment is only part of his 
mission. Assistant Principal 
Darryl Givens agrees, "School 
Resource Officers provide the 
experience we sometimes 
need as not to put the students 
in jeopardy." By looking out for 
the students, Officer Holness 
is also looking out for parents, 
"They can feel safe with their 
child coming to school here. Their 
child can come to school and gain 
an education and there's someone 
looking out for the environment 
making sure it's conducive to 
learning and their child is safe." 


Tampa has 27 School Resource Officers 


"Maybe prior to this their only interactions 
with police have been negative. Sometimes 
there is a barrier of fear and distrust and 
seeing me around school every day, talking 
to the kids every day, just asking questions, 
they understand I'm interested in them and 
that helps break down the barrier." 

- Officer Michael Holness 



Officers Sniff Out Crime 

— By Janelle McGregor 


District 2 patrol officers found 
a pot of gold during a search warrant. 
They showed up for an animal cruelty 
investigation, but left with much more 
than fighting pit bulls. 

Inside the house, the homeowner 
quickly confessed to having a small 
amount of marijuana for personal use. 
But he conveniently forgot to mention 
the bottle of marijuana seeds, anabolic 
steroids and a double barrel shotgun 
next to the bud of marijuana. 

The unusually large quantity of 
seeds indicated that a bigger stash of 


marijuana was just around the corner. 
Officers Lisa Sheppard and Evonski 
Lennear headed to the backyard to 
confirm their suspicions. The two were 
immediately smacked in the face by a 
strong odor of marijuana. They followed 
the scent and found themselves inside 
a makeshift marijuana-grow house. This 
find took $25,000 worth of dope off 
the streets. Talk about pot luck! 

A new not so cozy home awaited 
the secretive suspect courtesy of Tampa 
Police Department officers. Not a grow 
house or a doghouse, but a jail house! 
















On any typical Tampa Saturday night while most of us are getting ready for bed, midnight officers are just getting started 
putting criminals out of work. Midnight officers are often the unsung heroes of the police department. Out of the public eye, 
these officers have a massive impact on crime. During the daylight hours, they sleep in rooms with thick blinds while their 
families go through their regular routines. They struggle to stay awake for normal activities on their days off. And they sit 
through lengthy court appearances in the "middle of their night's sleep." They are ensuring that Tampa's citizens sleep safely 
in their beds at night. 

It's 7 p.m. on this Saturday night and as the midnight squads gather for roll call throughout the Tampa Police Department, 
Lt. Charles Courtoy talks to District 2 Squad 211. He goes over the night's plan, crime trends and an officer safety bulletin. 
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Meanwhile in District 1, at the flight hanger. Pilot Jeff Gray and his crew make 
flight plans for the night and the DUI Squad meets at Tampa Police Headquarters 
to go over their operational plans. 

lust what goes on after dark? What do these hard working officers face on a 
nightly basis and how do they keep Tampa's citizens safe? 


Patrol 

Squad 211 is just like every other midnight squad and they have their work 
cut out for them on this Saturday night. As officers dash from call to call, they try 
to write reports in between. They work on everything from assisting a stranded 
motorist, to chasing a fleeing felon through a darkened yard, to mediating a 
neighborhood dispute. Sometime in the mix of all this, these officers try to keep 
an eye on problem areas, check buildings and pull over cars. During the shift, 
some officers grab a bite to eat. Others settle for a limited choice of late-night 
drive-throughs on their way to a call. 



Air Service 

It's 2:15 a.m. and Air Service is flying high over District 3 when they spot a 
reckless driver. Pilot Jeff Gray radios patrol units advising them which way the 
out of control driver is heading. Air Service notices the car stop and the suspects 
bail out. As they guide patrol officers through the neighborhood, the suspects 
were no match for Officers Ryan Jacques and Daniel Matthews. They caught the 
fleeing suspects. And that vehicle they were joyriding in around Tampa, it was 
stolen. The victim was more than happy to get his car and stolen wallet back. 

The suspects got a less-joyful ride... to jail. 

DUI 

DUI Officer Kenny Setzer thought he'd seen it all, but when one driver 
parked his car next to the officer's patrol car and stumbled out of the driver's 
seat, he knew this was going to be an interesting night. It's the beginning of 
the shift when the suspect staggers past Officer Setzer. He could smell the 
alcohol as he approached the obviously drunken man, who slurred his words. 
The driver's eyes were bloodshot and glassy and Officer Setzer actually had 
to hold him up to keep him from hitting the pavement. Once he got to jail, 
his breathalizer read a whopping a .332, more than four times the legal limit. 
And, the kicker? The suspect was disappointed with his results! He said he 
was "hoping for a .415." This is one case Officer Setzer won't forget. He's glad 
the drunk driver is off the road before he hurt or killed someone. 

Street Anti-Crime 

Ybor is teaming with partygoers. Cars are parked throughout the area, often 
in distant or darkened lots. The unsupervised cars are the perfect opportunity 
for thieves. Scruffy looking men lurk around the cars, but they aren't criminals. 
These plainclothes police officers are watching for burglars, thieves and robbers. 
And at the end of the night they don their ID vest and badge and head out onto 
7th Ave. There, they monitor the crowds as they leave the clubs. Disturbances, 
fights and other altercations aren't tolerated. 


Midnights may not be the most glamorous shift. It takes its 
toll physically, mentally and emotionally. So, the next time you 
wake up after a long night's sleep, remember... you slept safe 
and sound because of our midnight officers. Crime doesn't stop 
at 5 o'clock. And neither do Tampa's police officers. 
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Criminal Communications 

Investigations Division ★★★★★★★★★ 

★ ★ ★ ★ in ★ ★ 

-- - \ , ] 

EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH 

DETECTIVE OF THE MONTH 


July 



Detective Duwayne Smith 


July 


Richard Parsons 



District 1 

★ ★★★★★★★★ 

OFFICER OF THE MONTH 
July 



SRO Betty Williams 


August 

Officer Richard Griner 


August 

Detective Sal Augeri 
and John Columbia 



August 



Cherisa McDowell 


September 

K-9 Officer Jason Tkach 


CATCH OF THE MONTH 



Officer Gerald Jean 
Officer Michael Provenza 
Officer John Angelakopoulos 


MASTER PATROL 
OFFICER HIGHLIGHT 


MPO Pat Messier 



September 



Tametra Smith 


August 



MPO Robert Carey 
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September 

Officer Selser Pickett 

























DIVISION AWARDS 


District 2 

★ ★★★★★★★★ 

OFFICER OF THE MONTH 

July August 

Officers 
Robert Furbush 
and 

David Curtis 

September 

MPO 
Evonski 
Lennear 

Officer 
Julie Becker 


CATCH OF THE MONTH 

July 




Officers Michael Hutner 
and Kenneth Nightlinger 

August 

JtUIII^U I VIIVV 



Officers Gerard Colucci, 
Mike Meyer and Scott Ray 

September 



Officers Mark Fields 
and Rodney Rivera 


District 3 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 


OFFICER OF THE MONTH 

August 


September 



Officer Kristina 
Duran 

Officer Felicia Pecora 
and Officer Richard 
Harrell 

Officer Ray 
Wurst 


CATCH OF THE MONTH 


July 

August 

September 


H l ' C 

ir»i$j4L 

mi 

w 


HU* „ ▼ 

\ 

\ 




MPO Michael D. 
Cooper and MPO 
James Dausch 


Officer Gregory Corporal 

Murphy and Officer Jeffrey 

Cesare Myles Shearer 



DISTRICT 3 LEADERSHIP AWARD 

August 



September 

Lieutenant 

Robert 

Lovering 


Sergeant 
Lee Bercaw 


Corporal 
Fine 


SEPTEMBER NORTH TAMPA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 


Ofc. Michelle DeSmith 
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Employee Of The Month 

★ ★★★★★★★ 



July 2007 
Charlie Thompson 


Crime Scene Technician Charlie 
Thompson was so determined to 
help solve an attempted murder case, 
he climbed into a dumpster to collect 
critical evidence linked to the crime. 
Technician Thompson took the 
evidence to the Forensic Investigation 
Unit for processing. Knowing that it 
takes nearly 24 hours to process 
evidence and although his shift was 
almost over, Thompson focused his 
attention on receipts he found during 
his search. 

The next day, the case detective 
was one step ahead in his investigation 
since Thompson already chem-sprayed 
the receipts. Because of Thompson's 
work, a clear and complete fingerprint 
was ready for analysis. After scanning 
the print through AFIS, a positive match 
was found. 

Within 48 hours of the crime, Tech¬ 
nician Thompson's attention to detail 
and initiative identified the suspect. 


Officer Of The Month 

★ ★★★★★★★ 



July 2007 

Ofc Kenneth Nightlinger 

Officer Kenneth Nightlinger has a knack 
for catching robbers. On four different 
days, his instinct put several criminals 
behind bars. After one robbery at a 
Burger King in North Tampa, Officer 
Nightlinger watched four kids near the 
railroad tracks as they were shooting at 
passing pedestrians with a pellet gun. 
Knowing that a pellet gun was used 
in the earlier Burger King robbery, he 
quickly organized his squad and they 
stopped the juveniles. While question¬ 
ing them, two of the kids confessed to 
the Burger King robbery. After noticing 
a robbery pattern in North Tampa, 
Officer Nightlinger arranged surveil¬ 
lance. Fie and his squad watched the 
area for four days. His patience paid 
off when he spotted three men repeat¬ 
edly driving around an apartment com¬ 
plex. When Officer Nightlinger stopped 
the vehicle, the men admitted they 
were looking for someone to rob. 

Finally, another robbery investigation 
proved successful for Nightlinger; his 
interviews and neighborhood survey 
put two armed robbery suspects in jail. 

Whether he is the arresting officer 
or a key element in an investigation, his 
dedication to the residents in District 2 
is obvious. Officer Nightlinger's police 
work serves as a model of what pride 
in your profession can produce. 


Employee Of The Month 

★ ★★★★★★★ 



August 2007 
Richard Parsons 


Communications Technician III Richard 
Parsons rose to the occasion during an 
early morning assault on a tow truck 
driver. While Air Service waited for 
patrol units to arrive on the scene, they 
activated a downlink camera system, 
which provides live streaming video to 
the Communications Center from the 
helicopter. While watching the video, 
Richard observed a White and Red 
Chevy Pickup Truck that matched the 
description of a second vehicle involved 
in this case. With this information, he 
directed additional patrol units to the 
truck. When the vehicle attempted to 
leave the scene, Parsons swiftly gave 
alerts and communicated the direction 
the vehicle was traveling to the units. 
Only a single radio transmission was 
made between Parsons and the Air 
Service crew before units were able to 
successfully make the arrest. 


O 
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DEPARTMENT AWARDS 


Officer Of The Month 

★ ★★★★★★★ 



August 2007 
Det. Eddie Preston 


Detective Eddie Preston's initiative and 
professionalism lead to solving two 
robberies. The first case involved a local 
music store whose high-end guitars 
were mysteriously disappearing. He 
worked closely with the business' 
employees, reviewed records and trans¬ 
actions to establish leads. Detective 
Preston searched the internet and 
found guitars for sale in Tampa that 
matched the stolen guitars description. 

He went undercover as a potential 
"customer" to unveil the truth. When 
the deal was called off at the last 
minute, Detective Preston quickly 
started surveillance on the suspect's 
home, which eventually resulted in 
an arrest. Sixteen one-of-a-kind guitars 
valued at $22,000 were returned to 
the business. The business owners 
commented that they have worked with 
law enforcement agencies throughout 
the country and have never seen such 
professionalism and dedication. Addi¬ 
tionally, this detective played a major 
role in a jewelry theft case, which 
resulted in the recovery of $16,000 
worth of stolen jewelry and the arrest 
of two subjects. 

When cases such as these are 
solved, they have a direct impact 
on the business community. Over 
$38,000 worth of merchandise and 
three suspects are behind bars due 
to Detective Preston's commitment 
and sharp investigative skills. 


Employee Of The Month 

★ ★★★★★★★ 



September 2007 
Sue Arena 


Office Support Specialist Sue Arena 
plays a key role in keeping the Nar¬ 
cotics/Gang Suppression Bureau afloat. 
For the past nine years, her duties 
evolved from responsibilities once 
shared between three support person¬ 
nel to the one-woman office she 
now operates. 

Sue Arena's position requires her 
to wear many hats. Not only is she the 
friendly face at the receptionist desk, 
she also rolls up her sleeves to assist 
with confidential informant tasks. The 
Confidential Informant (Cl) database 
she oversees currently holds just under 
1,000 records. Department wide, she 
tracks the expenses for Cl use and 
ensures that each Cl package is accu¬ 
rate and complete. The Crime-N-Tel 
and DrugNet systems are two other 
resources she maintains and accesses 
when intelligence information is need¬ 
ed. Around the office, Sue can be seen 
updating the bureau's roll call board, 
handling subpoenas and making sure 
the office has everything it needs to 
run smoothly. 

Whether Sue is providing clerical 
support to the detectives in her Bureau 
or backup support for the Criminal 
Investigations Division, she continues 
to be a team player and a dedicated 
worker. The successful operation of 
the Narcotics/Gang Suppression 
Bureau is a result of her hard work 
and organization. 


Officer Of The Month 

★ ★★★★★★★ 



September 2007 
Sgt. Robert Nassief 


After a violent home invasion Sergeant 
Robert Nassief shifted his investigative 
skills into high gear. Four suspects 
robbed several victims at gunpoint 
stealing their wallets, purse, and cell 
phones. They fled in a 1994 Toyota 
Canary. After Sergeant Nassief learned 
that one of the victim's cell phones had 
a GPS tracking device, he immediately 
contacted the cell phone company. 
While his investigation was in its 
beginning stages, there was another 
violent home invasion in North Tampa 
where detectives suspected the same 
criminals. 

The GPS information led Sergeant 
Nassief and his squad to an East Tampa 
apartment complex where they discov¬ 
ered a 1994 Toyota Camry. Sergeant 
Nassief called the victim's cell phone 
and heard ringing from the Camry. 

The car was registered to a resident 
who approached officers and ques¬ 
tioned their interest in her vehicle. 

They explained and she consented to 
a search of her apartment and vehicle. 
The cell phone and one of the victim's 
wallets was in the car. Inside the apart¬ 
ment was a victim's stolen Plasma 
television. 

After interviewing all of the people 
in the apartment, two were arrested 
and eventually identified by victims 
from a photo pack line-up. By the end 
of the investigation, three felons were 
charged with multiple crimes. 
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RETIREMENTS AND NEW OFFICERS 


Retiring Officers/Civilians 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★ 



Ann Andrews Albert Canchola Ofc. Billy Lamb CpI. Michael Niemi Sgt. John Swope 
21 years 13 years 17 years 25 years 22 years 


Tara Thomas Gary Yost 

23 years 25 years 


New TPD Officers 

★ ★★★★★★★★★★★ 

The Tampa Police Department would like to welcome its newest officers sworn in 8/07 and 9/07. 


Mayor Pam lorio (left) and 
Chief Steve Hogue (far right). 
Back (L-R): Tommie Tolbert, 
Elton Johnson, Nick Kulwa 
and Dennis Cooper 
Front (L-R): April Levine, 

Amy Hess, Christina Gaudion 
and Elizabeth Garrett 




Mayor Pam lorio (left) and Chief Steve Hogue (far right), with New Recruit Class 

Back (L-R): Richard Mercado, George Boyd, Robert Salmon, Robert Perkins, Roger Brown, William Gulley and Steve Barber 
Front (L-R): Aida Roias, Austin Hill, Kenneth Petrillo, Daniel College, Christopher Audet, David Hassett and Joana Landrem 






















Your Signal 14 is sponsored by 

Tampa 


CREDIT UNION 


fsitfyix''A' 


Tampa Bay Federal serves all of Tampa Bay! 
As a City of Tampa employee, you can take 
advantage of Tampa Bay Federal’s valuable 
products and services! 




1 Checking Accounts 
1 Savings Accounts 

1 Money Market, Share Certificates & IRA's 
1 Credit & Debit Card Services 
1 Online Banking & Bill Pay 
1 Special Mortgage Programs 
■ Home Equity Lines of Credit 
1 Auto, Boat, RV & Motorcycle Loans 


ECHJAL HOUSING 

LENDER 


Your savings federally Insured to 5 \ 00,000. 


NCUA 


For more information on our account services and current 
promotions, log on to www.tampabayfederal.com or stop 
by any branch location to open an account today! 


Looking for Insurance Options? 


Auto • Boat • Recreational Vehicle • Motorcycle • Homeowners 


Members Mutual offers a variety of insurance products. 

Enjoy competitively priced quotes from a list of trusted companies. 


It’s easy to get started! 

Contact Steve O’Steen, CFP at our Downtown Service Center. Call 813-223-6338 today! 


Members 
Mutual 


of FLORIDA 


Tampa Bay Federal has 7 convenient service centers in the bay area to serve you. 


DOWNTOWN YBOR HEIGHTS NORTH TAMPA TOWN & COUNTRY BRANDON INTERNATIONAL PLAZA NEW TAMPA 


Does not imply city enforcement 
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The mission of the Tampa Police Department is to reduce crime and enhance the 


quality of life through a cooperative partnership with all citizens. 


Important Numbers 

★ ★★★★★★★★ 


General Information.(813) 276-3200 

Non-Emergency Dispatch ....(813) 231-6130 

District One .(813) 354-6600 

District Two .(813) 931-6500 

District Three.(813) 242-3800 


Information/Switchboard ....(813) 276-3200 
Records Section.(813) 276-3250 


Special thanks to the Signal 14 Committee. 

If you have ideas for the next edition of 
Signal 14, please contact your division 
representative, Crime Prevention Practitioner 
or andrea.davis@tampagov.net 


District 1 -.Lt. Geraldine McNamara 

District 2 -.Lt. Jenny Terrell 

District 3 -.Lt. William Ferguson 


Criminal Investigations Division -. 

.Sgt. Becky Bodamer 

Special Support Division - Renee Borden 

Communications -.Eddy Durkin 

Crime Prevention Practitioners -. 

.Lisa Timmer, Fee Covais 

.and Maryanne Hunsberger 


Promotions 



' 2007 


Saturday, December 15, 2007 


Tampa's Finest 
VS. Tampa's Bravest 

Dec. 15, 2007 
Gates open: 5:00 p.m. 

Kick-off: 7:00 p.m. 
Wharton High School 
20150 Bruce B Downs Blvd, 
New Tampa 

Can the Tampa Police "Gladiators" 
continue the winning streak and the 
coveted title of Badge Bowl champions, 
wiping out Tampa Fire Rescue "Firestorm?" 

This annual flag football game benefits 
the Foundation of Courage, a non-profit 
organization supporting children in the 
Bay Area with cancer. Each year, a portion 
of the proceeds from the event is placed 
in an assistance account benefiting a 
Bay Area child who is fighting this life 
threatening disease. This year's recipient 
is Brooke Martin, a 5-year-old with Acute 
Lymphoblastic Leukemia. 

Pediatric cancer is the number one 
killing disease of our children and over the 
past five years, this event has raised over 
$100,000. Help make this year's event a 
memorable one for Brooke and her family. 
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The mission of the Tampa Police 
Department is to reduce crime and 
enhance the quality of life through a 
cooperative partnership with all citizens. 

★ ★ ★ 

This edition of Signal 14 is produced 
quarterly by your Public Information Office: 

Laura McElroy, Andrea Davis, 

CpI. Jared Douds and Janelle McGregor 
Cover Photo: Jeff and Julia Dickie 

Design: Watermark Design Company, Inc., Tampa 



Congratulations are 
in order for five of 
TPD’s finest who 
were promoted on 
November 9th, 2007. 


CpI. Shelia Griffin, 

Det. Pete Charbonneau, 
Det. Jason Herron 


Sgt. Ralph Fine 
Sgt. Rich Mills 





















